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Biography 
 
Dr. Li completed his MD in 1982 and a PhD in Physiology in 1988 at Norman Bethune University of Medical 
Sciences, China. From 1988 to 1992 he did a postdoctoral fellowship in the Neuropsychiatry Research Unit, 
Department of Psychiatry at the University of Saskatchewan. This was followed by a research fellowship in 
neuroscience in the Department of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School and a residency in Psychiatry at the 
University of Saskatchewan. He attained the position of full Professor with tenure in the Department of 
Psychiatry shortly after appointed as Director of the Neuropsychiatry Research Unit in 2000. In 2007, Dr. Li 
moved to the University of Manitoba as Professor and Ruth Hurd Research Chair in the Department of 
Psychiatry; he was also Medical Director of the International Medical Graduate Program and Director of the 
Neuroscience Research Program in the Faculty of Medicine. In 2013, he moved to University of Alberta, as 
professor and chair, Department of Psychiatry, Capital Health Chair in Mental Health Research, Special 
Advisor to the Dean on China Research Initiatives. 
 
Dr. Li has published more than 100 papers and filed four patents. He has been well funded by national 
granting agencies as well as the pharmaceutical industry. 
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